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Hi everyone, here is your latest SWS newsletter.  

CHAIRMANS LETTER 

I hope everyone had a lovely, peaceful Christmas.   2019 has been another great year for the 
society, finishing off with a superb show at Henfield.   I would like to thank the members of the 
committee for all their hard work and contribution to the smooth running of the society again this 
year and to all the members for their support.   We are very lucky to have such a diverse range of 
members and talent within the group and this is why this society continues to be a success.   I wish 
you all a Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you soon. 
Kind Regards 
Paul. 

LAST MONTHS SPEAKER 

We had no speaker last month as it was our Christmas social event, Paul and Katrina worked hard 

and produced an interesting quiz night for our members which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 

On your behalf I thank them for that, for I feel sure it took them a lot of time to research all the 

information they needed.  

MEMBERS WORK 

There was no members work brought in last month. 

  

POPULAR MEDICINAL TREES IN EUROPE 
 

Maple – A leaf wound wash or poultice is used to relieve sore eyes 
and soreness of the breasts for nursing mothers and pregnant 
women. Bark tea is used to treat kidney infections, the common cold 
and bronchitis. 

 

http://www.sussexwoodcraft.co.uk/
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

Team Trees Officially Passes the Goal Of $20 Million To Plant 
20 Million Trees 

December 21, 2019 

YouTubers have met their goal of raising $20 million to help plant 20 million trees thanks to more 

than half a million donors. 

 

The initiative was started by popular YouTubers Mr Beast and Mark Rober. 

At $1 a tree, the cause's goal was ultimately to raise $20 million by January 1, 2020 to plant trees in 

partnership with the Arbor Day Foundation's reforestation program. 

The organizers announced Thursday that the cause had already achieved its goal for the end of the 

year, raising money to plant 20 million trees in less than two months. 

"We want to show that YouTube isn't just a drama fest," Mr Beast said, "We actually have real 

influence and can make real change." 

The Arbor Day Foundation plans to begin planting in January 2020 and end “no later than 

December 2022". 

It is estimated that 20 million trees would take up 69 square miles of land, absorb around 1.6 million 

tons of carbon and remove 116,000 tons of chemical air pollution from the atmosphere. 

I feel with all the news regarding fires in Australia and in the Amazon area, this has to be applauded. 

We really need some good news to offset the bad, Brian. 
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THIS MONTHS WOOD QUIZ 

How many names of wood are mentioned in the Bible......Answer on page 5 

Profile of David Peckham, SWS past President. 

 My roots are very much in the West Country, for until the age of 14 I lived in the small farming 

village of Templecombe, in Somerset. In those days it was a major railway junction with a large 
marshalling yard and an engine shed servicing the intersection of the London to Exeter and the Bath 
to Bournemouth lines. It was a paradise for small boys with fields, ponds, rivers and railway 
embankments to play around. 

It was also wartime, which made us all the more resourceful during our out of school activities. 

In 1946 our family moved to Brighton, when my parents were offered the opportunity to take over 
the running of my grandmother’s boarding house close to the seafront in Kemptown. These were the 
boom-years when people began to come back to the seaside for their holidays after the war years. 

Having come from a long line of railway workers – grandfather, father, uncles and brother all 
entrenched in the old ‘Southern Railway’, it was natural that my father would insist that I should also 
follow in their footsteps. So, in 1947 I was duly despatched off to the Southern Railway’s carriage 
works at Lancing, with the idea that I would be apprenticed to one of the many skilled trades that 
operated within large works. As it turned out, I was put to work as a hammer boy in the enormous 
blacksmith’s shop where they forged large axles, buffers, and chains from huge red-hot iron blanks. 
As a 14-year-old boy, my job was to drive one of the steam hammers serving three different 
blacksmiths. This was a dirty, demanding job and something that I soon learnt to hate, so I decided 
to get off the railway and into the mechanical engineering industry, much to my father’s dislike. 

I started a 5-year apprenticeship in 1948 with the Brighton machine tool manufacturing company 
called, CVA Jigs Moulds & Tools Ltd. (later known as Kearney & Trecker) and set about getting 
myself qualified at Brighton Technical College during the evenings over the next 5 years. It was 
customary to spend six months in as many different departments as possible; so as to end up with a 
good rounded experience of mechanical engineering. At the age of 21, I was called into the Royal 
Air Force to do my National Service and following two months ‘square bashing’, I entered onto a 
course at RAF St. Athan to become an airframe fitter and subsequently was posted to service 
Meteors and Hunters at RAF Tangmere and was demobbed just prior to the squadron being sent off 
to the Suez campaign. Returning to civvy-street, I became a draughtsman and then a production 
engineer, which opened up the opportunity to be trained as a Technical Sales Representative with 
the Cornish mining engineering firm of Homan Brothers. A technical life ‘on-the-road’ was just what I 
wanted and over the next 20 years, I travelled extensively throughout Europe and to the USA selling 
control systems for machinery employed in a wide range of manufacturing processes. 

In 1980, I joined the American engineering group called Abex Corporation based in Burgess Hill, as 
sales director and subsequently became managing director. It was during this time that I was 
introduced to Bernie Harris, whose wife worked in one of my offices. This turned out to be a winner, 
for I had just started to take an interest in wood turning as a hobby following a holiday in the 
Austrian Alps, and Bernie not only gave me a lot of help, but also introduced me to the newly-formed 
SWS. 

From then on, woodturning began to play a big part in my life, selling my wares at craft fairs all 
around Sussex and when I retired from engineering in 1995 I was asked to demonstrate at some 
newly opened workshops at Bentley Wildfowl & Motor Museum, which became a semi-full time job 



4 
 

for the next three years. I was also elected Chairman of the SWS, a position I held until Wendy took 
over when my wife died in 1999. I had also been organising the SWS shows at Bentley, Burgess Hill 
and Wakehurst prior to Tom Lednor taking over, and I also wrote the Newsletter for some five years. 
In all, I have met a lot of new friends, made many industry contacts and learnt a great deal about 
wood that I would otherwise not have done if it were not for the SWS. I am very honoured to have 
been elected President of the society, following the death of our previous President, Denis Woor. 

One final accolade to the SWS is that whilst I was taking part in the 2004 Wakehurst summer show, 
I re-met a lady that I had not seen for over 40 years and I am pleased to say that Jillian and I 
married in October 2006. As she has taken an instant liking to my woodturning activities and the 
various shows that I still attend, she now also has a great affection for the SWS. We both hope to 
continue with the woodcraft side of our lives, despite our intentions to travel when and wherever we 
can. David Peckham 

AMAZING TREE FACTS 

The mighty Giant Sequoia is thought by many to be the biggest living organism in the world, 
although a 2,400-acre fungus mycelium in eastern Oregon – almost ten square kilometres of it – is 
a strong, if less-visible, contender. 

THIS MONTHS JOKE SPOT 

A couple are rushing into the hospital because the wife is going into labour. As they walk, a doctor says to 

them that he has invented a machine that splits the pain between the mother and father. They agree to it and 

are led into a room where they get hooked up to the machine. The doctor starts it off at 20% split towards the 

father. The wife says, "Oh, that's actually better." The husband says he can't feel anything. Then the doctor 

turns it to 50% and the wife says that it doesn't hurt nearly as much. The husband says he still can't feel 

anything. The Doctor, now encouraged, turns it up to 100%. The husband still can't feel anything, and the 

wife is really happy, because there is now no pain for her. The baby is born. The couple go home and find the 

postman groaning in pain on the doorstep.  

THE AMAZING WORLD OF WOOD 

 

A Childs dream bed first of all, then a nest of tables made out of many different timbers 
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FUTURE SWS TALKS 
 

2020 

January and February   No Meetings 

March   This will be a reprise of our annual show 

April   Colin Irvine will show and talk about his lovely wooden boxes 

May   Peter brown will talk about his wonderful pyrography 

June. I will be doing a slideshow and talk. Subject yet to be advised.  

July.  Paul Matthews, Hedges and Hurdles 

When you are out and about at wood shows or exhibitions, if you see any person you think might be 

a candidate to give us a talk, please do ask them or at least take a note of their details and pass it 

on to Robert Packer who has taken over from Wendy in organising our future talks or any of our 

committee member so we can maintain the great speakers we have had. We are always open to 

suggestions for new speakers and we do need your help and input to help with this.  

Please also let me know of any shows or exhibitions you think may be of interest to our members so 

I can include them in the section below, especially events for next year.  

EVENTS FOR 2020 

Not many places have listed events for next year as yet. I will include any that I find as soon as I find 

them. At the moment we only have two listed as shown on the next page.  

 

Please note - as it is possible some shows may be cancelled or have the dates changed. Please check with organisers before 
travelling           
 

I am pleased to report Bob Jubb has already booked 

dates, and has received confirmation for the dates for our annual show at Henfield. (see below) 

Nov 27th   Setting up for our Annual show at Henfield Hall.  

Nov 28th  Our annual show at Henfield Hall 
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ANSWER TO THIS MONTHS WOOD QUIZ 

Answer……… There are 21 names of woods, mentioned in the Bible. 

 

 WOODTURNING TIP 

AID FOR SANDING LONG HOLES 

Have you ever had a problem with sanding long holes in vases etc? I have come up with an idea 

which has helped me when turning my bud vases. As the holes vary from 12 to 18 mm diameter and 

from 100 to 150 mm long, there’s no way I can get my finger down there. I have tried rolling some 

abrasive paper up into a roll and using a dowel to apply pressure but often the paper starts spinning 

round. I have solved the problem by cutting a slot in the end of the dowel about an inch long and 

then sliding a strip of abrasive paper into the slot and the rolling it up. This holds the paper in place 

and allows me to sand right down to the bottom of the hole, even fairly deep holes. 

You can use it for either left- or right-hand operation just by changing the direction 

of the rolled paper. I have not burnt my finger since coming up with this idea. 

 

JOKE SPOT 2 

  

 

Teacher: What makes you see?  
Bobby: My eyes, my nose and my ears.  
Teacher: True for the eyes but why for your ears and nose?  
Bobby: They hold my glasses up!!! 

 


