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Hi everyone, here is your latest SWS newsletter.  

CHAIRMANS LETTER 

As mentioned below we had an excellent talk last month from Lester Backshall. I look forward to him 
returning to speak to us again about other parts of the construction of his guitars including the 
process of bending the wood for the sides of his instruments. 
Our annual show is only weeks away. I look forward to seeing all the marvellous work being 
produced for the competition. Please take some time to read through the rules and classes and 
please remember to fill in an entry form to accompany your pieces. We are still looking for tombola 
prizes so if you have any donations, please bring them to our club night next week. Also we would 
very much appreciate donations of cakes either on the Friday night before the show or on the 
Saturday morning. 
If you can spare any time to volunteer to help with stewarding etc. please let Mike Dempsey know 
next week as well. I look forward to seeing you all soon. Paul 

LAST MONTHS SPEAKER 

The Speaker for the night was Lester Backshall who gave an in-depth description of the materials 
and processes for guitar manufacture which was very informative. I was sorry I was not able to be 
there as it was a talk I was very interested in hearing. I understand he may be coming back at some 
stage to show us how to put the sides together so I shall make sure I will be there this time.  
  

MEMBERS WORK 

Ray Osgood described the cribbage board. Pete Brown described the pyrography of a second view 
of Scotney castle from the opposite direction. Colin 
Irvine described the restoration of a box and sought 
ideas for the repair of a missing tail. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

T.R.A.D.A. 
For this month’s feature article I would like to write about a little known organisation called 

T.R.A.D.A, 

Or to give them their full title TIMBER RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION.  Which 

is a bit of a mouthful so you can see why it is more commonly known as TRADA. They are based in 

High Wycombe and are responsible for a lot of the behind the scene work regarding timber which 

we rarely ever get to hear about. When a new species of timber is found, they are given samples to 

test to find out what the timber can be used for, i.e. flooring, decking, sea defence timbers, joinery, 

furniture etc. they also list the density of the timber and a lot of technical information. Test are also 

carried out to find out how well the timber takes preservative and what finishes it will take. They also 

conduct tests to find out how durable the timber is when in ground contact. They also list the timber 

workability and things like if the timber has a blunting effect on planer blades.  Where the timber 

comes from is another thing they list, along with other local names the timber may be called. Some 

timbers may have many different names. They used to produce a leaflet, “Performance of timber 

under earthquake and hurricane conditions”, so you can see their work is quite extensive and 

scientific. 

They produce a lot of leaflets covering various subjects. Below is a small item I have copied from 

the website.  ( www.trada.co.uk) 

If you have never come across this company before it is well worth having a look at their web-site. 

 

TRADA (The Timber Research and Development Association) is an international membership 
organisation dedicated to inspiring and informing best practice design, specification and use of wood 
in the built environment and related fields.  
We pride ourselves in providing independent, authoritative design and technical guidance through 
this website, on-line software, printed publications, e-books, and our telephone helpline. We link 

specifiers and purchasers with timber industry members through our Find a supplier directory.  

As a member you can access all our online information and resources. By registering for free, you 
can view some of our published series and examples of others.   
 
Years ago, I bought the set of books listed below and it covers most of the world timbers 
in use at the time of publication.  I paid a lot less for it as I got it through Jewson’s who 
were members. 

Timbers of the World: Set of 9 books 

Publisher: TRADA Technology Ltd 

Description: Timber of the World. This pack contains all nine ‘red books’ from the popular series 
first published back in 1948, with these latest editions published in 1978: -Price: £81.00 (zero VAT) 

 
One of the things that TRADA do extremely well is to inform architect and specifiers about the 

variety of timbers available for their particular projects. It is my belief there are three steps to getting 

a new type of timber commercially acceptable. First step is to convert the architects and specifiers. 

This is in my opinion very important as without them specifying these new timber, most other people 

would have no knowledge or exposure to the new varieties of timber available.  Once they are on 

board, the next step is the main users, i.e., the joinery and furniture companies, and builders who 

would be the main users and then the last link in the chain is the general public. TRADA perform a 

very valuable task and I feel deserve more general recognition for the work they do. 

http://www.trada.co.uk/
https://www.trada.co.uk/suppliers-container/
https://www.trada.co.uk/trada-membership/
https://www.trada.co.uk/login
https://bookshop.trada.co.uk/bookshop/view/739D2193-765C-4BF3-8C3F-08CCE97A1E2D/Timbers_of_the_World_Set_of_9_books
https://bookshop.trada.co.uk/bookshop/view/739D2193-765C-4BF3-8C3F-08CCE97A1E2D/Timbers_of_the_World_Set_of_9_books


3 
 

 

THIS MONTHS WOOD QUIZ 

How many tons of CO2 does one acre of trees remove per year......Answer on page 5 

 

AMAZING TREES 

 

The tree on the left is a fig tree. The tree on the right is a Birch Bark Cherry; what a lovely colour 

bark it has.  

AMAZING TREE FACTS 

Trees never die of old age. Insects, diseases and people are usually the killers. 

THIS MONTHS JOKE SPOT 

A lady comes home from her doctor's appointment grinning from ear to ear. Her husband asks, 
"Why are you so happy?" The wife says, "The doctor told me that for a forty-five-year-old woman, I 
have the breasts of an eighteen-year-old." "Oh yeah?" quipped her husband, "What did he say 
about your forty-five-year-old ass?" She said, "Your name never came up in the conversation." 
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THE AMAZING WORLD OF WOOD 

 

A shed made out of palettes (One for the palette man) 

and a clock for our Christmas competition.  

FUTURE SWS TALKS 
2019 

November 13 th      Paul Matthews, Hedges and Hurdles 

December 11th      As well as being the evening where we invite you to bring along your partner for 

a nibble and wine evening, Paul and Katrina will once again be holding a quiz night 

2020 

January and February   No Meetings 

March                      This will be a reprise of our annual show 

April   Colin Irvine will show and talk about his lovely wooden boxes 

May   Peter brown will talk about his wonderful pyrography 

June. I will be doing a slideshow and talk about cool woodwork from around the world 

When you are out and about at wood shows or exhibitions, if you see any person you think might be 

a candidate to give us a talk, please do ask them or at least take a note of their details and pass it 

on to Robert Packer who has taken over from Wendy in organising our future talks or any of our 

committee member so we can maintain the great speakers we have had. We are always open to 

suggestions for new speakers and we do need your help and input to help with this.  

Please also let me know of any shows or exhibitions you think may be of interest to our members so 

I can include them in the section below, especially events for next year.  
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EVENTS FOR 2019 

November 

29th  Sussex Woodcraft Society Setting up for our Annual show 

30th 
 Sussex Woodcraft Society Annual exhibition and show at Henfield Hall  

EVENTS FOR 2020 

JUNE 

13th and 14th   Wests Woof Fair, East Dean nr Chichester 

Please note - as it is possible some shows may be cancelled or have the dates changed. Please check with organisers before 

travelling. 
                             ANSWER TO THIS MONTHS WOOD QUIZ 
Answer……… One acre of trees removes 2.6 tons of CO 2 per year. 

BENTLEY WOODFAIR 2019 

Iain Russell told me in his opinion; this year’s Wood Fair was one of the best. There was a new 
outside organiser running it and apparently, they made a very good job of it.  Iain spoke to several 
small stall holders who were likewise very impressed. There were no big marquees and not many 
companies had stands but there were lots more smaller stands.  He reckoned there was a very 
good atmosphere, much like it used to have back when the council were running it when it first 

started. The admission price was £10 for adults 
and free for children. A lot different to £14.50 that used to be charged.   

AMAZING TREE FACTS 

Fastest and slowest growing trees 

The world's slowest growing tree is a White Cedar located in Canada. After 155 years, it grew to a 
height of 4 inches and weighed only 6/10th of an ounce. The tree can be found on a cliffside in the 
Canadian Great Lakes area. 

The world's fastest growing tree is the Empress tree. This tree can grow up to 20 feet the first year 
and some have been documented growing 12 inches in 21 days! 

 


