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Hi everyone, here is your latest SWS newsletter.  

CHAIRMANS LETTER 

The society's annual show is coming around fast and I hope everyone is busy getting projects 
completed for the competition, including the annual competition set piece. As normal we will be 
having the tombola at the show which is being organised by Yvonne and Jim Young. If you would 
like to donate prizes for this, please bring them along if possible, to our October meeting. This will 
give Yvonne and Jim time to prepare/sort them out. They will be accepted in November at our club 
night but the earlier the better!  Also, we will of course have refreshments available so donations of 
cakes on the Friday night or on the day itself will be gratefully received. Both these activities help to 
raise vital funds and offset the cost of hall hire etc. 
I look forward to seeing you at our October meet. Paul 

LAST MONTHS SPEAKER 

The speaker described the working of the Weald and Downland Living Museum and the principles 
under which it operates, illustrated with a slide show.  The Museum has played host to the BBC’s 
The Repair Shop, which is filmed on location at the Museum. The programme is created for the BBC 
by the production company, Ricochet.  
The web site giving more information is:-   https://www.wealddown.co.uk/ 

I wish to thank Frank Botterill for this information.  

MEMBERS WORK 

Only one member submitted work this month. An image of the pyrography exhibited by Pete Brown is as 

below. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
A CAUSE FOR CONCERN 

 

Over the past few months, while searching out items to include in our newsletters. I have come 

across little snippets of information which have given me cause for concern. I have found that 

certain timbers that I used to use quite often are no longer available.  

Let's take Parana Pine first of all. This has long been used for making stairs as it is available in wide 

widths and long lengths without any knots. It was available in 1”, 1 ¼”, 1 ½” and 2” thickness boards 

Pin widths from 9” up to 12”.  The timber comes from the South American Monkey Puzzle tree. It 

apparently got its name from the sharp spikey leaves attached to the trunk of the tress. Someone 

once looked at it and said “It would be a puzzle for a monkey to climb that tree”. It is a multi-coloured 

timber which includes white, red, orange, green, brown and purple. The colours apparently depend 

upon the minerals in the soil where it is grown. It is classed as a softwood and is not apparently a 

true pine.  

Next on the list is a timber named Ramin. It has traditionally been used quite extensively for making 

mouldings including dowels but in recent years has been replaced by other timbers including 

Obeche.  The trees that produce Ramin timber is now classed as an endangered species.  

Afromosia is the next one. When I worked at Richard Joinery some years ago, this timber was quite 

extensively used for the refurbishment of Hove Town Hall. It was sometimes used as a substitute for 

Teak. I found it had quite a blunting effect on planer blades. When handling it, I found the four edges 

were full of very fine splinters. You only had to rub your hands down your clothing to feel your hands 

were almost like Velcro. These ultra-fine splinters could not be seen only felt on the hands and the 

only way to get rid of them was to wear them off. If you did get a normal size splinter from the 

timber, it would fester overnight. Afromosia is now listed on the IUCN RED LIST.   

The last one is Brazilian Mahogany which I have found is sadly no longer imported. 

I feel sure there are other timbers which I have not listed. We in England are very reticent to try new 

timbers of which there are many new ones available. It has been said, it takes about 15 years to get 

a new species of timber what is called commercially acceptable in this country. This often means 

importers do not make money from any new imported species until this time period has elapsed. 

This is something that has to change. I remember when I worked at Jewsons, Crosby windows used 

to supply us with door frames which used a timber named Keruing for the hardwood cills.  At one 

stage they replaced this with a timber named Punah. The first batch we had was not too bad but 

after a time over about 40% of the cills started splitting, some of them quite badly. They soon 

returned to using Keruing as we were returning so many frames. 

 

As you know I try to use good news items as often as possible but this month I felt I needed to 

report my concerns. We have thousands of fires raging in the Amazon rain forest while there are 

many others in Indonesia. This saddens me for it is negating the efforts made by many other 

countries and thousands of people’s hard work to offset the deforestation that has become all too 

prevalent. I have also heard it said, who are we to tell them what to do with their forests as most 

developed countries cut down a lot of their own forests many years ago. For instance, I have 

learned it took a minimum of 600 Oak trees to build a warship, while some of the larger vessels 

required up to 2,000 Oak trees. That is a staggering number of trees when you consider how many 

ships this country built. It also must have depleted our forests quite considerably over a period of 

time.  
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THIS MONTHS WOOD QUIZ 

Can you guess the %of the U.K. covered by woodland as of 31st April last year......Answer on page 5 

 

AMAZING TREES 

Hard to imagine the power needed to break this rock. Some trees will grow anywhere it seems.  

 

 

 AMAZING TREE FACTS 

The wood species that has the most offensive odour {like rotten cabbage} after it is worked in any way, is 
widely regarded as Essia. 
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THIS MONTHS JOKE SPOT 

Pants’ Pocket 

A woman came up behind her husband while he was enjoying his morning coffee, and slapped him 
on the back of his head. 

"I found a piece of paper in your pants’ pocket with a woman's name written on it," she says, furious. 
"You had better have an explanation." 

"Calm down, honey" says the man. "Remember last week when I was at the dog track? That was 
the name of the dog I bet on." 

The next morning, his wife smacked him again. "What was that for?" asked the angry husband. 
"Your dog called last night" she said. 

 

THE AMAZING WORLD OF WOOD 

Wonder how many hours were spent making 

this 

 work of art? 

 

 

 

Help; I can't get out for my dinner 
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FUTURE SWS TALKS 
 

 

2019 

October 9 th   Lester Backshall, Guitar Maker 

November 13 th      Paul Matthews, Hedges and Hurdles 

December 11th       To be advised 

When you are out and about at wood shows or exhibitions, if you see any person you think might be 

a candidate to give us a talk, please do ask them or at least take a note of their details and pass it 

on to Robert Packer who has taken over from Wendy in organising our future talks or any of our 

committee member so we can maintain the great speakers we have had. We are always open to 

suggestions for new speakers and we do need your help and input to help with this.  

Please also let me know of any shows or exhibitions you think may be of interest to our members so 

I can include them in the section below, especially events for next year.  

 

EVENTS FOR 2019 

 

October 

5th 6th Surrey Hills Woodfair, Cranleigh, Surrey 

4th 5th 6th  D & M Tools, Tool Show, Kempton Park Racecourse, Surrey 

20th  Wizardry in Wood Worshipful Company of Turners, Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2 

November 

29th  Sussex Woodcraft Society Setting up for our Annual show 

30th 
 Sussex Woodcraft Society Annual exhibition and show at Henfield Hall  

Please note - as it is possible some shows may be cancelled or have the dates changed. Please check with organisers before 
 

ANSWER TO THIS MONTHS WOOD QUIZ 

Answer……… 13% of the United Kingdom was covered by woodland as of 31st April last year. 

  

http://www.wizardryinwood.com/

